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“If you can delay the start of a tobacco habit by even a few years, fewer young people will become 
addicted to tobacco, which means less cancer patients in the future. The bottom line is that 
Tobacco 21 will save the lives of Oregonians.” 

-Dr. Brian Druker, Director 

Knight Cancer Institute, Oregon Health & Science University 

1,800 
Oregon teens become new 

daily smokers every year1 

 

68,000 
Oregon kids will die  

prematurely from tobacco  

unless we curb smoking 

rates2 

95% 
Of adult smokers begin  

smoking before age 213 

 

$3 billion 
annual cost to  

Oregonians in healthcare 

costs and lost productivity4  

Tobacco 21 Protects Kids 

Setting the minimum legal sale age for tobacco at 21 

would prohibit retailers from selling tobacco products to 

anyone under that age. By raising the legal purchase  

age to 21, fewer high school students will have access  

to tobacco.  

 

Why 21? Distancing Social Networks 

Most kids get tobacco from their peers. One survey 

found that 90% of adults purchasing tobacco for    

minors were under 21 years of age.5  Raising the sale 

age for tobacco products alters the peer group of high 

school students who access tobacco products through 

older students, resulting in a 25% projected drop in 

number of 15-17 year old's who start smoking6 

 

 

 

 

Hooking the Next Generation 

The tobacco industry has known for decades their      

success depends on their youth market share. They 

have acknowledged t eenagers’ brains are still  

developing, making them more vulnerable to the highly 

addictive qualities of nicotine. Individuals who start  

smoking at younger ages are more likely to smoke as 

adults and are also among the heaviest users.7 

 In 2015, nearly 24% of 11th graders in  

Oregon report using tobacco.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strong Support for Tobacco 21 

Hawaii and California have raised the tobacco sale age to 

21. And over 200 cities and counties in 14 states have 

raised the sale age to 21, including Boston, New York 

City, and Chicago.10 

 
 

   “Troops are essentially putting their 

lives at risk twice: once in service to their 

country, and once in service to tobacco.” 

- Institute of Medicine, Combating Tobacco use in   

Military and Veteran Populations  

 

“Raising the legal minimum age for cigarette 

purchaser to 21 could gut our key young 

adult market (17-20)…”  

-Philip Morris report, January 21, 19869 

SB 754 



For more information contact Christina Bodamer, American Heart Association Government Relations Director  

christina.bodamer@heart.org    503-820-5308 

The Tobacco 21 For Oregon coalition is made up of organizations from across 

the state calling on Oregon to raise the tobacco sale age to 21. Our group is 

made up of patient groups, hospitals, insurers, and other community partners 

who recognize the burden of tobacco in our state and are devoted to protecting 

youth from lifelong nicotine addiction. 
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