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Gov. David Ige signed bill SB 1030 into law on Friday, a move that marks a historic first in public health regarding
tobacco use. With the passage of SB 1030, the sale of tobacco products to individuals under the age of 21 will
become illegal. The signing took place at a signing ceremony at the Hawai‘i State Capitol, and was first reported via a
media release from the Governor's office.

"It really does further our commitment to good health policy," Ige said during the ceremony. "We already have the
longest life expectancy in the country for a wide variety of reasons. I believe that taking these actions today will only
strengthen and lengthen the opportunities for our citizens to live long and fulfilling lives."

SB 1030 makes Hawai‘i the first state in the nation to raise the legal age to purchase tobacco products from 18 to 21.
The bill prohibits the sale of all tobacco products, including e-cigarettes. 

"I do believe that taking this step forward to prohibit anyone under the age of 21 of smoking, purchasing or
possessing is another step to reduce the impact that smoking has on our community," Ige said.

The law was proposed with the hope of preventing the introduction to tobacco products among youth. The Hawai‘i
State Senate passed the bill back on April 24, after the measure had been passed by the House. The law will go into
effect on Jan. 1, 2016. 

"We know that the tobacco companies do focus to young people, hoping to get them to start that habit," Ige said. "I
believe that taking this action today by signing this measure will make it a lot tougher for them to entice young people
into starting bad habits."  

Under the new law, individuals under the age of 21 caught using tobacco products will be fined $10 for the first
offense and $50 for subsequent offenses. Additionally, violators may have to perform 48 to 72 hours of community
service.
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