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WORCESTER -- Come the end of summer, you will have to wait until you are 21 to buy cigarettes within the
Worcester city limits. The Board of Health voted unanimously on Wednesday to raise the legal age to buy tobacco
products from 18 to 21 as of Sept. 1.

The Telegram & Gazette reported that the decision came after a public hearing that saw a room full of proponents,
as well as retailers opposed to the measure they said would hurt their business.

Worcester Magazine reported that the idea was first raised in January by Councilor Sarai Rivera, who serves on the
City Council's public health subcommittee.

Some of proponents' arguments that the Telegram reported were made on Wednesday were laid out in that
subcommittee's earlier proposal. The main argument is that making it harder for youths to obtain tobacco has
"significant health benefits," Worcester Magazine reported.

Among the data cited is a 2015 U.S. Food and Drug Administration report that indicated keeping tobacco out of the
hands of teens, especially those ages 15 to 17, could lead to longer lifespans and better health, Worcester Magazine
reported.

In the end, it may be moot. The Telegram reported that some of the opponents to the city ordinance on Wednesday
asked the Board of Health to wait for what is expected to be a state law; a law that is already in motion.

Last month, the Massachusetts Senate voted overwhelmingly -- 32-2 -- to increase the age for buying tobacco
products to 21 across the state. While that law still needs the House of Representatives to weigh in, Gov. Charlie
Baker has said he is in support of the concept. However, whether he signs the law will be up to its language.
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That could mean nothing, too. If the law passes the House by the size of majority it passed in the Senate, it would
be veto proof anyway.
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