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Massachusetts Senate votes to raise tobacco buying age
to 21
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According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, twice as many colleges and
universities - some 2,082 - have smoke-free policies today than in 2012. Some 79.6 percent of
them specifically prohibited electronic cigarette use. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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By Shira Schoenberg

sschoenberg@repub.com

BOSTON -- The Massachusetts Senate on Thursday passed a bill that would raise the
statewide age for buying tobacco from 18 to 21.

The bill would also ban smoking of e-cigarettes in places where cigarettes are currently
banned, such as on school grounds. It would prohibit pharmacies and health care institutions
from selling tobacco.
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"This bill will not only protect our young people from beginning a dangerous addiction to
tobacco, but it includes safeguards for public health by restricting the use of e-cigarettes and
the public's exposure to e-cigarette emissions," said Jeff Seyler, of the American Lung
Association.

Someone who is over 18 but under 21 before the law goes into effect, on Dec. 31, 2018, would
be grandfathered in and would still be allowed to buy tobacco products.

The Senate vote was 33-3. The three no votes were all Republicans -- Don Humason, of
Westfield, Ryan Fattman, of Webster and Dean Tran, of Fitchburg.

The Massachusetts House already passed a similar bill in May.

Massachusetts House votes to raise age to buy tobacco from 18 to
21

The bill would also place new restrictions on e-cigarettes.

There are differences between the Senate and House versions of
the bill that will have to be reconciled before it reaches Gov. Charlie
Baker's desk.

Baker has said he conceptually supports the idea of raising the tobacco buying age, but he
generally does not take a position on specific bills until they reach his desk. 

Cities and towns already have the authority to raise the age at which someone can legally buy
tobacco, and 171 municipalities have raised the age above 18, according to advocates for the
bill. Passing a statewide buying age of 21 would eliminate the current patchwork of regulations.

Massachusetts would be the sixth state to have a minimum tobacco buying age of 21,
after California, Hawaii, Maine, New Jersey and Oregon.

Supporters of the bill say most adult smokers started smoking when they were young, and
raising the minimum age will help prevent people from starting to smoke.

"Research shows that if a person does not begin smoking at a young age, they are much less
likely to ever smoke," said Marc Hymovitz, Massachusetts director of government relations for
the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network.
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