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After waiting to act, Barrington officials propose their own
'Tobacco 21' ordinance
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Barrington may be joining other area communities that have increased the purchasing age of
cigarettes and other tobacco products, after officials recently indicated they were open to the
idea.

During a committee meeting Oct. 8, many Barrington trustees said they support a proposed
change to village regulations that would raise the legal age for purchases of tobacco and other
alternative nicotine products, such as e-cigarettes, from 18 to 21 within the village’s borders.

ADVERTISING
The proposal, if approved, also would mark a shift in position for Barrington officials, who
previously have said the purchasing age on tobacco products would be an issue best left for
state lawmakers to decide.

But the village’s stance began to change after a bill that would have banned the sale of
tobacco products to people under 21 across Illinois was vetoed in August by Gov. Bruce
Rauner, said Village President Karen Darch.

“We were waiting to see if the state would pass one for the whole state,” Darch said. “When it
did not, it was time to act.”

In his veto message, the Republican governor wrote that raising the minimum age to buy
tobacco from 18 would “push residents to buy tobacco products from non-licensed vendors or
in neighboring states.”

Barrington officials could vote on their proposal and amend its ordinance on vaping and
tobacco sales during a meeting on Oct. 22. The proposal comes at a time when public health
officials, along with some students and educators, have urged individual municipalities in Lake
County to increase the purchasing age within each town’s limits.

The grassroots effort, dubbed “Tobacco 21,” has gained momentum as a way to discourage
tobacco use among teenagers after 14 communities, including Buffalo Grove, Deerfield,
Lincolnshire, Highland Park and Vernon Hills, have increased the purchasing age in recent
months.

Darch said village officials initially decided to wait and see whether the state would act on the
issue to avoid duplicating work.
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“Why reinvent the wheel in terms of language when the ordinance on our books would track
the state’s law?” Darch said.

During the recent committee meeting, many village trustees said a stiffer purchasing age on
tobacco would make it difficult on Barrington teenagers who look to obtain tobacco from older
people.

“We are aware of the issue of younger people getting products they shouldn’t have,” Darch
said. “This helps close the gap of young people buying it because they’re getting it from older
people.”

But if Barrington officials vote to increase the purchasing age, people who are at least 18 years
old still would be able to possess tobacco products within the village’s borders.

Officials are not looking to change the possession age to avoid confusion, Darch said.
Theoretically, someone traveling through Barrington after having visited a nearby municipality
to legally purchase tobacco could face a penalty simply for carrying it through the village, she
said.

“We don’t want to arrest that person for possession because of confusion over the laws in both
towns,” she said.

Including towns in Lake County, 26 municipalities in Illinois already have raised the purchasing
age to 21, Barrington Police Chief David Dorn said in a report to village board members.

“There is a lot of data relating to the harmful effects of e-cigarettes/vaping and tobacco
products in general,” he said. “Additionally, there is strong data that shows that a small
decrease in the availability of nicotine products to our youth leads to lower use down the line.”
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