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Age to buy smokes, vapes to 21; City adopts Tobacco 21
law
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Beginning next year no one under the age of 21 will be legally allowed to purchase tobacco
products, including electronic smoking devices, within the city limits of Harrison.

Ordinance No. 1441 was passed unanimously by Harrison City Council at its regular monthly
meeting Thursday, Sept. 27. The law was proposed by members of Ignite, a youth group
supported by North Arkansas Partnership for Health Education (NAPHE) and the Boone
County Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition. Several student representatives made a formal
presentation to council members during the monthly committee meetings last Sept. 13.

Alathea Bright, Ignite chairman, explained Tobacco 21 is a nationwide effort to raise the age of
buying tobacco and e-cigarettes to 21. The initiative is being proposed to local governments.

In June 2016, Helena-West Helena was the first city in Arkansas to adopt a Tobacco 21 law.
Mountain Home is currently working towards passage of a Tobacco 21 ordinance, she said.

Bright repeated Thursday many of the statistics delivered by the group at the earlier meeting.
They were incorporated into the ordinance prepared by city attorney Van Younes.

For example, "The Institute of Medicine predicts that raising the minimum legal sales age for
tobacco products nationwide to 21 would result in 223,000 fewer premature deaths, 50,000
fewer deaths from lung cancer, and 4.2 million fewer years of life lost for those born between
2000 and 2019, and would result in near immediate reductions in preterm birth, low birth
weight, and sudden infant death syndrome."

The law sets out that the sale or distribution of any tobacco product to a person under the age
of 21 is prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to sell tobacco products, electronic
cigarettes, or tobacco product paraphernalia to a minor. Also the purchase or attempted
purchase of any tobacco product by or on behalf of a person under the age of 21 is prohibited.

"Individuals under the age of 21 who unlawfully purchase or attempt to purchase tobacco
products may be subject to tobacco-related education classes, or diversion programs,
community service, or other penalties the City of Harrison, Arkansas, believes will be
appropriate and effective," the ordinance reads.
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