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In a 5-0 vote, the Hermantown City Council 

voted on Monday to ban tobacco sales — 

including vaping devices — to those under 21 

within city limits. 

It makes Hermantown the 15th city in 

Minnesota — but the first in the northern part 

of the state — to pass a so-called T21 

ordinance.  

“I don’t think we can wait for the state to do 

something,” Councilor Kristi Schmidt said, in 

seeming response to a plea from Lake Effect 

Vapor owner Brian Annis that the city defer a 

decision to await action by the Minnesota 

Legislature. 

“The state actually wants to see communities 

put a stake in the ground, if you will, and show 

how important it is,” Schmidt said. 

The ordinance will take effect in January, which is also 

when Annis plans to open his new store in Hermantown.  

Following the meeting, Annis said the ordinance 

wouldn’t change his business plans.  

Annis was one of six people who spoke against the 

ordinance during an hourlong public hearing. 

But they were outnumbered almost 3 to 1 by speakers 

favoring passage, including health professionals, parents 

and high school and middle school students.   

Among them was Lauryn Biondi, a 14-year-old eighth-

grader at Hermantown Middle School, who stood at the 

podium flanked by four of her classmates, all wearing 

navy blue “Hawks for Health Tobacco 21” T-shirts. 

Melissa Donofrio (left) and Samantha Nauman 

set up cutouts wearing T-shirts bearing a 

messaging supporting the proposed Hermantown 

city ordinance banning tobacco sales to those 

younger than 21 before Monday’s City Council 

meeting.  
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T21 opponents Cody Miller (from left), 

Tyler Reeck and Gunnar Jondal listen to 

a speaker during Monday’s meeting.  
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“I have seen several incidents in my school regarding vaping, and it is only November of my 

eighth-grade year,” Biondi said. “In my opinion, this shouldn’t have to be a problem.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If 21 were the minimum age to buy the products, they would be less likely to get into the hands 

of her classmates, Biondi told the council. 

But Jill Kari, a manager at Lake Effect Vapor, suggested that prohibiting sales to those under 21 

in Hermantown would drive customers to less responsible businesses. 

“I can assure you that our practices at Lake Effect Vapor for restricting youth access are above 

and beyond what any gas station or convenience store can provide,” she said. “We don’t carry 

products that are marketed to children. We ID everyone. … We make it a point to be diligent in 

our efforts in providing a way out for a lot of 18- to 20-year-old smokers.” 

Although they voted unanimously, council members indicated some conflicted feelings. 

Mayor Wayne Boucher, who is a voting member of the council, said he was probably the most 

“on the fence” among his colleagues. 

“Do we have individual rights of self-determination or do we say that no, as a group we feel that 

this particular choice is bad for people?” Boucher asked rhetorically.  

Monday’s public hearing was the second on the issue, and the second time the room was packed 

with well over a hundred people, all of whom seemed to have passionate opinions one way or the 

other. Their decorum impressed Boucher. 

“At no time has anyone treated anyone else with disrespect,” he said. “We can disagree, but 

we’ve done it respectfully.”  

 
Gunnar Jondal speaks against the 

proposed T21 ordinance Monday. 
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U.S. Public Health Service Captain 

Ronald DeFrance speaks in favor of the 

proposed T21 ordinance Monday. 
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