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North Carolina’s new state budget introduces additional vape retail regulations, including a

$1,000 tax on vape shops and mandatory age verification requiring customers to be at least

21.

Key Points

North Carolina added a $1,000 tax on vape shops.

Retailers must verify customers are at least 21.

Vape shop operators expect higher compliance costs.

Some retailers already enforced 21+ policies voluntarily.

Advocates are calling for broader nicotine product regulation.
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North Carolina’s newly passed fiscal year 2026-27 state budget introduces additional

regulations for vape retailers, including a dedicated shop tax and mandatory age verification
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requirements.

Vape Shops Face New $1,000 Tax

The new budget includes a $1,000 tax on vape shops operating in North Carolina.

Local vape retailer Jeremy Ridgeway said the additional tax would increase operating costs

and could eventually affect consumers through higher prices.

However, he said businesses would comply with reasonable regulatory requirements imposed

by the state.

Retailers Must Verify Customers Are 21 or Older

The new rules also require vape shops to verify that customers are at least 21 years old.

Ridgeway said his store had already implemented a 21+ policy since 2018, but noted that

some retailers have not followed the same standard.

He said stronger enforcement could help legitimize the industry and prevent youth access to

nicotine products.

Debate Expands Beyond Vape Products

While the new budget language focuses on vape retailers, some advocates are calling for

broader regulation covering additional nicotine products.

Student advocate Will Hopper said regulation should also include cigarettes, cigars, cigarillos

and nicotine pouches.

He supports “Solly’s Law,” a proposal that would raise tobacco sales requirements and

require tobacco retail permits.

Industry Impact and Outlook

North Carolina’s new measures reflect a broader shift in U.S. state-level vaping regulation

from product restrictions toward retail compliance management.

While earlier regulatory debates focused largely on product authorization, flavors and youth

protection, states are increasingly adding requirements related to retailer licensing, taxes and

age verification.
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For vape retailers, the new rules may increase operating costs through additional taxes,

compliance systems and employee training requirements. Smaller operators may face greater

pressure as regulatory obligations expand.

The North Carolina case highlights a growing trend of stricter retail oversight in the U.S.

vaping market. Whether more states adopt similar approaches will be an important factor

shaping the future of vape distribution channels.

Follow 2Firsts for the latest updates on global tobacco harm reduction, nicotine

products and regulatory developments.
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